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Call to the Worship:
“Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand
guard in vain.” (Psalms 1271)
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Bible Reading

“This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while 1 will once
more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.
I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come,
and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘The
silver is mine and the gold is mine;” declares the LORD Almighty.
“The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of
the former house,” says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I

will grant peace,” declares the LORD Almighty.”
(Haggai 26-9)
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Pastor’s Message

Thankfulness is an expression of gratitude to God a
Christian ought to have, especially when things go well. By
God’s grace we now own the Fellowship Center building free
and clear. This prompts me to look deeper into the meaning
of thankfulness.

If we are thankful because God has given us the
Fellowship Center, which basically is a four-story building, our
appreciation to God is really limited to what our eyes can see.
If we compare the building to a cathedral, some of us might feel
ashamed to have worship service in it. On the other hand, we
could be thankful to God for the fact that our church has only
one hundred and fifty active members that include many retir-
ees; we are still able to pay off the $600,000 mortgage and end
up with $400,000 cash in hand. Both of these certainly are good
reasons, but why couldn’t we give praise to God for what has
happened to us through this process? We should thank God for
our financial sufficiency of course, but there are better reasons
to show our gratitude to God beyond building and money. Cited
examples are as follows:

1. You may recall when we have to decide on the
purchase of the Fellowship Center, there were many
disagreements and dissents. Some of our members
expressed their opposition by abstaining from voting.
Frankly, there were valid pros andcons. Praise the Lord.
Despite our differences, we were able to move forward
because of His grace is sufficient.

2. After we bought the fellowship center, we have learned
and experienced what faith offering is. I shared this impor-
tant lesson in one of my sermons and there is no need to
repeat it here.

3. Even there are brothers and sisters opposed to the pur-
chase of the Fellowship Center; they demonstrated a spirit of
unity when it came time to move into the Fellowship Center.



They’ve been so helpful and worked so hard the whole time
that we can see the love of Christ in them.

Therefore, we should give thanks not only for the build-
ing or for how fast we can pay off the loan, but for the love of
God and His sufficient provisions. His amazing grace is never
far away from our church and us. We have learned wonderful
spiritual lessons together as one body in Christ. Sadly some
brothers and sisters are no longer with us. We will always
remember them and thank God for them.

Finally, I express my appreciation to the Fellowship
Center Committee, our church officers, deacons and all broth-
ers and sisters. Thank you for your faithfulness in our Lord.
We are truly blessed when God teaches us precious spiritual
lessons reminding us of His amazing grace.
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Reflection Notes e

Kelvin Chau

‘Il am Alpha and Omegqa, the beginning and the ending.” said the Lord
Revelation 1:8

He initiates, leads, and prepares those who are willing for His work,
pressing upon the hearts of a few brothers and sisters the persistence and
urgency for a new church building. An opportunity came!

Opportunity: A fellowship center was made available by Cumberland
Church, asking price at $1,750,000

First Impression: The building situates in a central location convenient
to many church members; parking is also plentiful. Children were so
delighted to see many rooms that they could play hide and seek. Those
rooms could be used for offices, meeting and gathering, excellent facilities
as Fellowship Center. The assembly hall though small, is adequate to host
a mid size worship of 70 people.

Initial Assessments:

1. Financially the church might have hardship if we would be renting the
place in Chinatown and paying the loan mortgage concurrently.

2. This fellowship center is not so ideal for worship, which was small to
have Sunday worship for more than 100 people. Remodeling would
be needed.

3. If we purchased this fellowship center, we might have to give up the
place in Chinatown.

4. We might need to shoulder a huge financial burden and stifle resources
for calling more full time staff

Due Process: After initial inquiry, fact finding and internal discussion,
Deacons concluded that acquiring this building was likely within our reach
and felt it was the right moment of replacing the old fellowship center
with a larger building as well as expanding our ministry opportunities in
Richmond district, especially for the growth of English ministry. Deacons
took the first step to recommend the purchase of this fellowship center to
Congregation for approval.



Significant Moments:
1. Congregation Meeting:

a. Moderator requested each deacon to lead the congregation
in prayers for His wisdom and guidance on this decision. The
meeting proceeded solemnly and orderly.

b. Congregation expressed their sincere concerns and wanted
to keep the place in Chinatown.

c. Finance committee did their preparation and illustrated to the
congregation that the church could manage at least for 3 years
paying the rent for the Chinatown building while shouldering
the mortgage of new fellowship center.

d. The congregation is willing to take up the challenge despite
the risks that the saving might be completely depleted after
3-year and the donation not enough to pay down the loan
principal.

e. Congregation overwhelmingly approved the deacons’
recommendation and took the step of faith.

f. A visiting pastor was impressed with the way the church
conducted her business and extended his congratulation for
our future success.

2. Families and individuals discussed among themselves what they could
do with the financial commitment and made plan for the challenge.
3. Alow key fundraising started. People gave according to their faith.

“Without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that comes to God must
believe that he is. and that he is a rewarder ofthem that diligently seek him.
Hebrews 11:6

Praise God:

Building donations were collected, the old Fellowship Center and other
church assets sold and a loan of $ 600,000 borrowed. The new Fellowship
Center was acquired without major obstacle and it was officially occupied
by SF Chinese Baptist Church in August 04. Thanks for brothers and
sisters’ faithful giving and supports, though some had been with the Lord,
their generous contributions would be eternally significant. What they pass
on is not only a building but also seeds of their faith.

Our faith is little, but His faithfulness is abundant. He opens our eyes to see
His wonders. The loan was not only paid off in less than 20 months, but
also surplus was provided. In addition, money from unexpected sources
furnished funding to tidy up the house. Shown in Figure 1 is how our God
provides. As Jehovah Jireh God can and will provide exactly what we
need when we need it, for His timing is perfect.
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Figure 1 Jehovah Jireh — the Lord will provide

Witness of His Faithfulness

“.For we are God’s masterpiece, He has created us anew in Christ
Jesus, so we can do the good things He planned for us long ago.”
Ephesians 2:10

He works on His people, showing Himself. What do we learn? For those
who have seen His work bear the responsibility of being His witness, so
we can do the good things He planned for us.

Pass it on
We are the labor of our previous generations, inherited from them not only
the church assets but also their faith, love and hope. Could Fellowship
Center be a channel for all of us to pass on these precious gifts originated
from Him?

What do you want?
Jesus asked him. “What do you want me to do for you?”

“Lord, | want to see,” he (the blind) replied.

Luke 18:4

For those who called on Him, our prayers had been answered. The building
is now for us to keep and use. We know it meant for His works, but how?
Should this be the question now asked by all of us — What do you want
me to do for you, Lord?
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Thank God for our new Fellowship Genter!!!

Cho Ming
0) Thank God!

Second Corinthians 2:14

14 ... Thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession
in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the
knowledge of Him.

Thank God that He chose us to be his children, not because of our
good deeds but according to His grace and mercy. For the past two
years, He has clearly been walking with our church and teaching us
how to serve him in partnership, love and humility in the process of
purchasing the new Fellowship Center.

1) Church Need

Since 1978, our church has been renting a basement in Chinatown
for gatherings. And at one point we rented nearby elementary
school classrooms for our Sunday School classes. Even though
there was more space for activities, there were always challenges
of transportation and rental agreement restrictions.

Thank God that in 1991, we purchased our first Fellowship Center
at 1294 32nd Avenue in Sunset district.

That building facilitated our fellowships and provided a stable
location for office work. Later on, we also leased the ground floor
unit of our Chinatown church site to add extra space for Worships.
Meanwhile, our Church Building Acquisition Committee kept looking
for a permanent property as our Church site or next Fellowship
Center. After visiting many places, many people considered the
building at “1150 Cabrillo” to be suitable for our church need.

This building let us holds several fellowships, Sunday School, choir
and discipleship training classes concurrently. Keeping such
building enables us preserving capital and keeping appreciation,
in preparation for future purchase of permanent Church site.
Eventually, we can develop our Richmond district Gospel and
community outreach service.

2) Experience

Thank God! He gives us a group of God-loving, dedicated and
diligently serving brothers and sisters.

From mid 2004 onward, from the suggestion of the Church Build-
ing Acquisition Committee to Wing’s initial contact with the seller



church, to Board of Deacons’ prayer and approval by the
Congregation, there were many brothers and sisters involved and
contributing efforts. Finance Committee did honest and fast
calculation and estimates. A sister actively searched for a bank that
was willing to lend to our church. Some brothers helped cleaning
out old fellowship center and moving to the new one. Purchase &
Maintenance Committee searched and arranged contractors to paint
and re-model the new building. Last but not least, every member
pray, offer and contribute a lot to make it happen. All these were not
coincident but were guided by the grace of our loving God.

3) Concerns

Whenever our church made major decisions in the past, there were
different opinions and concerns raised. In this whole process of
purchasing new Fellowship Center, as usual, there were concerns.
Some wondered if our neighbors might consider us too noisy in
gatherings. Some concerned if the building was worthy of US$1.75
million. Some suggested we should pray eagerly and wait for a more
suitable building. Some said, “Now it is the Time!”

During a 60-person congregational meeting, 29 voted YES, several
voted NO in approving this purchase. Some wondered if the few
supporting members could carry such a big mortgage or financial bur-
den. Some said we should walk according to our faith but not to think
of ourselves more highly than we ought; otherwise, when we made
bad decisions and wasted money, we irresponsibly force God to bail us
out of troubles through miracles.

All these concerns were understandable, given that many of us are
seniors relying on limited fixed income and young people being unem-
ployed recently. Despite these concerns, some suggested that this was
an opportunity for us to express our love to our Lord and our Church.

4) Respect minority; Be careful to do what is right

Romans 12:16-17

16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing
to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

17 Do not repay anyone euvil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in
the eyes of everybody.

Thank God that He created each of us with different gifts, competence
and confidence so that we can learn how to serve complementarily to-
gether. There are many hard lessons involved. It’s hard to serve with
the same heart and mind. It’s even harder to serve with the same
pace and style (i.e. concentric synchronization) In raising funds for



this purchase, we have to first clean and sell the old fellowship center.
Adding existing cash from our bank deposit, we still need to raise
about US$600,000. Board of Deacons got some estimates by totaling
up signed “Pledged Donation” forms by the members. Everyone was
thinking of ways to raise money for the church; some offered directly.
Some thought of pulling money out from own Home equity line to
lend it to church. But God’s way and his providence are better than
what we can imagine.

5) Prayer and Taking Responsibilities

Philippians 4:6-7

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Second Corinthians 3:4-5

4 Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God.

5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for
ourselves, but our competence comes from God.

James 1:5-8

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.

6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.

7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord;
8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.

Yes, we should pray more to carry responsibilities.

In a Wednesday night prayer meeting, Rev. Ling asked us what we
thought of the whole process of purchasing the new fellowship center.
Some said, “Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody”.
Some said, “A double-minded person should not think he will receive
anything from the Lord” And I remembered a brother mentioned

by Rev. Peter Chiu in our Summer Retreat. This brother of another
church, though not fully agreed with the decision everyone made,
continued working hard to support in order to minimize the potential
errors and damaged along the way. I really admire and appreciate
such honorable selfless attitude. In our church, there are many silent,
diligent workers who contributed a lot with such attitude. May our
unseen Father bless and reward them.



6) Jehovah Jireh (God definitely Provides)

Thank God that He shows his extraordinary grace on us who are
unworthy and weak. While we were still struggling raising money,
paying monthly mortgage with gradually higher interest rate, God
provided us what we did not imagine (or dare to ask).

According to my weak faith and human calculation, it should have
taken a minimum of 7 to 10 years before we can fully pay off all the
mortgage debt of the new Fellowship Center. But God provided us
more than we could hope for. He moved the hearts of many to accom-
plish His will. As it was written in Philippians 2:13, “for it is God who
works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”
Jehovah Jireh! God definitely Provides! In 18 months, He helped us
pay off ALL the mortgage debt of the new Fellowship Center. When 1
first was told about this, I could not believe it; I even suggested pay-
ing off mortgage gradually in 3 years to preserve cash for remodeling
or other future unexpected sudden needs. But God truly prepares ev-
erything for us; big and small things he took care of. Thank God that
He shows his extraordinary grace on us who are unworthy and weak.

7) To God’s service

Luke 12:48

48 ...From everyone who has been given much, much will be
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked.

God is fair! He gives and takes away. From those who are given

much, much will be demanded. As we experience God’s grace, we
should live a life worthy of the calling we have received. Looking

forward, we should utilize wisely the new Fellowship Center that
God has given us to glorify Him and benefit others.

So far, we have office work in this building. We held English
Worships, Good Friday service, Vacation Bible School, Summer Day
Camp, regular fellowship meetings, choir practice, prayer meetings,
Discipleship training. Occasionally, we had open house, washed
neighbors’ cars for free, provided interim staying for graduated
seminary students, community cooking classes and other activities.
In order to further increase our utilization rate, we can let other
church (of like faith) for part-time or interim use. We can also
partner with other Christian organizations for joint Gospel or
community outreach service.

May God bless and accept our service here gladly.
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